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Why is Canada supporting Enbridge's Line 5 pipeline when doing so means bulldozing through Indigenous rights, 
threatening the Great Lakes and pushing us deeper into a climate crisis? 


The Canadian government talks a big game about reconciliation, climate change and freshwater protection. Yet 
they support Enbridge's 70-year-old, poorly maintained Line 5 pipeline (which violates Indigenous treaty rights) and 
their proposed investment in new fossil fuel infrastructure in the Great Lakes. 


This is unacceptable. 


Recently, the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa, whose territory is located within Wisconsin, 
filed for an injunction to evict Enbridge and Line 5 from its territory. Bay Mills Indian Community, whose territory is 
located in Michigan, has intervened as a litigating party to remove Line 5 from the Straits of Mackinac. All 12 Tribal 
Nations in Michigan have also passed resolutions calling for Line 5's closure. 


Every day Line 5 remains open poses a major risk. It has already had major spills - more than 4.5 million litres over 
its lifetime. It's just a matter of time until a catastrophic spill happens. This imminent threat to the ways of life and 
economic well-being for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples is why Tribal Nations in both Canada and the 
United States want the pipeline shut down. 


Michigan and Wisconsin Tribal Nations signed treaties in 1836, 1837, 1842 and 1854 with the United States 
government. These treaties retain the rights to be able to hunt, fish and gather in their traditional territories. Line 5 is 
a direct threat to these rights and the ecosystems that sustain them. 


Enbridge and the Canadian government are trying to circumvent Tribal rights and avoid a mandated shutdown by 
the State of Michigan by calling upon a 1977 pipeline treaty. They are also advocating for a tunnel to be built 
through the ecologically and culturally sensitive Straits of Mackinac and a rerouting of Line 5 around Bad River 
Band territory. 


Not one Tribal Nation wants this and are resisting these efforts within the U.S. legal system. 


Enbridge and the Canadian government continue to argue that they cannot manage without Line 5. However, 
analysis by an industry expert, which relied on Enbridge's own data, shows viable alternatives to Line 5 exist that 
would have negligible impacts on gas prices. 


The proposed reroute around Bad River Band and tunnel construction through the Straits of Mackinac are not 
solutions. Experts have stated both projects could cause damage and pollution to freshwater ecosystems. And 
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these new fossil fuel projects are directly at odds with what the most recent IPCC reports tell us is immediately 
needed for collective climate action. 


A planned Line 5 shutdown that doesn't involve laying new pipeline or building an underwater tunnel is within reach. 
The question is: will Canada help make it happen? 


Michelle Woodhouse is 
water program manager at Environmental Defence 
and Whitney Gravell is 


president of Bay Mills Indian Community. 
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